supporting families with disabled children

Cessation Of DCATCH




BACKGROUND /| CONTEXT

This survey was emailed out to members of Unique Ways, in response to Calderdale’s Council budget
proposals to cut Disabled Children’s Access To Childcare (DCATCH) Funding.

Number of recipients of the survey: 1860
\ Number of completed surveys: 49
The survey was only public for a few days. Usually we would have surveys public for a month, but due to the
time sensitive nature it was open for a limited period.

The survey offers valuable insight into the experiences and thoughts of Parent Carersin Calderdale on this
topic. Thisis the second time this topic has come up, so we will be able to contrast this with the previous
results.



Questions We Asked

1.Were you aware of the proposal by the Council to cut the
discretionary service of wrap—around childcare and out of
school/holiday care for children with additional or specialist
needs?

2.How much do you understand what the proposed cuts may
mean for you and other families with SEND in Calderdale.

3.Does your child with SEND currently access early years
education at care services supported by Inclusion Funding?

4.What effect will these changes have on you and your family?

5.Any further comments?



RESPONSES - Q1 ‘Were you aware of the proposal by the Council to cut the discretionary service of
wrap-around childcare and out of school/holiday care for children with additional or specialist needs?

. o e 26.5% of respondents were
Were you aware of the proposal by the Council to cut the discretionary

service of wrap-around childcare and out of school/holiday care for children aware of the proposal.
with additional or specialist needs? e /3.5% of respondents were
Answered: 49 - Sidpped: 0 unaware of the proposal.

e Lasttime the survey was
carried out on DCATCH, only
13% of respondents were
aware of the proposal, so
this does represent an
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Q2 - ‘How much do you understand what the proposed cuts may mean for you and other
families with SEND in Calderdale?’

How much do you understand what the proposed cuts may mean for you and e Thereisa falrly even Split of reSponses
other families with SEND in Calderdale?

Answered: 49  Skipped: 0
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on this, other than the ‘I have no
understanding. response, which only
8% of respondents selected.

e /1% of respondents indicated they had
an OK or better understanding.

e 49% indicated they had a good or very
good understanding.

e 29% indicated they have little or no
understanding.
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Q3 - Does your child with SEND currently access early years education at care services
supported by Inclusion Funding?

e Noticeable that 10% of respondents

Does your child with SEND currently access early years education at care were not sure whether or not the
services supported by Inclusion Funding? education their child was registered
at was supported by Inclusion

Funding.
e 5/% of respondents indicated no.

s e 33% of respondents indicated yes.

These respondents, and the impact
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Q4 - What effect will these changes have on you and your family?

There were a significant number of comments about the effect these changes may cause for families. We will include examples below:

“It will limit wraparound care options for me and my child. He would be unable to attend wraparound childcare which would impact on my
work commitments as a parent.”

“We used to have dcatch funding. It was vital to us as a family for me to continue to work, otherwise | could not have done due to my
child's disability.”

“My child accesses wrap around care with the support of D-Catch funding. This small amount of financial support helps us to remainin
employment, without it we would not be able to afford wrap around and risk our complex child being at risk if supervision levels are
reduced.”

“l am a childminder who supports a child with additional needs. The funding enables me to give 1-1 time with her to help support her
learning and social skills. Without this funding she would not be able to learn and develop in a setting with other children.”

“Massive effect ! How am | supposed to work and know my child is safe without this funding "

“The removal of DCATCH funding would have a devastating impact on my family. As a single parent working full-time, losing access to
this essential support for my disabled child’s wraparound care would mean | may have to reduce my working hours or even leave my job
entirely. This would put an immense financial strain on our family, making it even harder to provide stability. Beyond the financial
burden, my children would lose access to the additional care and support they need to thrive. This would not only limit their
opportunities for development but also exclude them from vital services that help them reach their full potential—violating their
fundamental rights. DCATCH funding is not just about childcare; it is about ensuring disabled children have the same access to
opportunities as their peers while allowing parents to work and support their families. Removing this funding would be a step backward
for inclusion and equality.”



Q4 CONT - “What effect will these changes have on you and your family?”

Further comments:

e “These cuts will mean that we will struggle to support our child’s needs leaving us unemployed to ensure someone is always there to care
for her. This will then result in a loss of income which is not financially viable in this current cost of living.”

o “It will impact my child greatly. It will affect her right as child of Additional needs to be educated , alongside any other child.”

e “Any funding cut to my family will have a massive impact on my mental health, and physical health. Not to mention financially.”

e “Two of my children have benefitted from this funding in the past. If my children didn't get this funding it would have had a serious
impact on their well being and education. Without the funding in nursery they simply would not have been able to attend as it funded a
one to one support. Both my children benefited hugely from this funding. Not only did it help our children to access nursery, it meant
they were included just like any other child. It meant they got the same opportunity as other nerotypical children of the same age. It also
gave me a little respite and time to be with my other children. This benefited the whole family and was good for all of our well being.
Without this funding my children's start in education at nursery level would have been massively negative. They wouldn't have had the
support they did and | am certain they wouldn't have even been able to attend, so they would have missed out on being included in
nursery.”

e “| would not be able to fulfil my working commitments should this funding cease. There is so little support for parents with children with
SEND out of school hours. Our son gains so much from these opportunities and preventing his attendance will reduce the size of his world
even further. We have no other means of support such as from family so this funding also represents some much needed respite.”

These represent the most detailed and impactful comments we received, although across the 49 responses to this question, some did indicate
it would have no impact. We will break this down on the next slide.



Q4 CONT - “What effect will these changes have on you and your family?”

On this slide, we will go into the statistics around the comments received. As indicated elsewhere, not every
person filling out the survey will be directly impacted by the changes, although many are past recipients of
DCATCH funding. Here are some figures:

e 5 Commentersindicated the changes would have no impact. Thisis 10.2%.

e 5 Commentersindicated they were unsure of the impact. This is also 10.2%.

e 8 Commentersindicated this would have an effect on someone they know, but not their direct family. This
iIncluded grandchildren, family friends and other parent carers. This is 16.3%.

e 9 Commenters referenced they no longer accessed DCATCH funding, but have in the past, and discussed
the impact this would have had if they had not been able to access it. Thisis 18.4%.

e 16 Commenters referenced the impact this would have on their current situation. Thisis the same asin
question 3, and represents 33% of respondents.

e The remaining 6 comments (12.2%) were either more general, or not applicable to this question.

o Whilst 33% of respondents indicated they are currently accessing DCATCH funding, if you combine the
responses of those who currently access it, have accessed it in the past, or know someone who is
currently accessing DCATCH funding, this takes it up to over 67% of respondents.



Q5 - Any Further Comments.

27 Responders took the opportunity to put in further comments, we will include some of them below.

“Good mental health of parents/carers is greatly impacted by having support from schemes like this. To take it away means a
massive poor impact on the mental health of those carers and ultimately on the children themselves!”

“I thought we had an inclusion agenda to work towards inclusion for all. Cutting this funding is likely to lead to the exclusion
of disabled children from wraparound care! How is this morally acceptable?! | also feel that raising a disabled child is difficult
enough without having options if childcare limited further.”

“Council officials fail to understand the life line that D-Catch funding provides to children and families. It's removal is nothing
short of discrimination and will force families out of employment.”

“Why are families of disabled children always the first to be targeted for these cuts. Every year we have to fight for this when
there are other areas of the council where money appears to be spent on non statutory activity.”

“I think it’s disgusting, also my work will be impacted as we currently have a lot of send children that attend our out of school
provision - without this funding their parents won’t be able to send their children to us as they simply can’t afford it - what
happened to equality - our send children NEED this support and so do families !”

“Removing funds for disabled children is very very wrong. It doesn’t save money in the long-term. Unsupported needs to don’t
disappear. They generally increase making it hard to support and reach a child inevitable costing more.”

“Cutting this funding is direct discrimination against families with disabled children and would mean that settings cannot be
inclusive which will have negative effects all round, | also believe that mothers would be the victim of discrimination too
because they may need to reduce their working hours.”



ABOUT UNIQUE WAYS

e Unique Ways is a Parent Carer led charity, supporting disabled
children and their families.

e Qurgoalisto make sure that the voices of Parent Carers and their
families are heard.

e We are needs based, not diagnosis based, and work with anyone
who feels they need our help.

e Unique Ways also hosts Family Voice Calderdale, the Parent Carer
Forum for Calderdale. Family Voice Calderdale aims to ensure that
Parent Carers have a voice in shaping services for children &
young people with additional needs in Calderdale.



