Cost Of Living Information Bank

Support From The Council, or with Council Bills:

Early Advice and Support Team (EAST) – Calderdale Council:

Advice on budgeting, food, fuel, Council Tax and Benefits. They are money guidance practitioners.

Early Advice and Support Team (EAST) | Calderdale Council

Phone: 01422 288005

Household Support Fund 

The Household Support Fund provides help to low-income households facing hardship or struggling with the Cost Of Living.

Household Support Fund | Calderdale Council

Council Tax Discounts and exemptions

There are various discounts and exemptions on Council Tax, including:

· Single Occupier
· Disability
· People that are not counted
· Flooding/fire
· Council Tax Reduction Scheme
· Foster Carers

Find out more here:

Discounts and exemptions | Calderdale Council

Energy Efficiency Schemes

The Council has various schemes running throughout the year that can support you with the cost of insulation and heating measures.

Energy efficiency schemes | Calderdale Council

Accessible Homes Grants & Handyperson service

These include Disabled Facilities Grants and Minor Works Grants:

Accessible homes grants | Calderdale Council

As well as wider adapting and improving homes:

Adapting or improving homes | Calderdale Council
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Help with bills:

Yorkshire Water Support Scheme:

If eligible, this helps by capping you water bill. You can apply online or call 01274 250542 from 8:00 to 18:00, Monday to Friday.

https://www.yorkshirewater.com/bill-account/help-paying-your-bill/

Cheaper Broadband and phone packages:

The Ofcom website has information on social tariffs for cheaper broadband and phone packages:

Social tariffs: Cheaper broadband and phone packages - Ofcom

Vets Bills:

PDSA offer support for families on a low income with their vets bills:

https://www.pdsa.org.uk/pet-help-and-advice/eligibility

TV Licence:

There are some ways you can get a free or discounted TV Licence:

Free and reduced fee TV Licences - TV Licensing ™

Energy Bills:

There are various grants and benefits to help you pay your energy bills. Citizens Advice have collated all this information:

Grants and benefits to help you pay your energy bills - Citizens Advice

You can also use ‘SUST-IT’ to calculate your running costs:

Electricity Cost Calculator - How much do your appliances, heaters cost to run?

Bed Poverty:

Zarach are a charity committed to ending child bed poverty.

www.zaracg.org

Council Tax Discounts and exemptions

There are various discounts and exemptions on Council Tax, including:

· Single Occupier
· Disability
· People that are not counted
· Flooding/fire
· Council Tax Reduction Scheme
· Foster Carers

Find out more here:

Discounts and exemptions | Calderdale Council

Car Costs:

Money Helper have advice on car costs and running a car:

Buying and running a car | MoneyHelper

Transport Costs:

West Yorkshire Metro have various passes & subsidies for people:

Tickets and Passes | Metro

Turn2Us have information on transport costs:

Getting into work: Transport costs - national schemes | Turn2us

Childcare:

YMCA In Halifax offer free school uniform:

https://www.halifaxymca.org.uk/school-uniform.html

Government help for childcare costs:

Help paying for childcare: Childcare you can get help paying for ('approved childcare') - GOV.UK

MoneyHelper advice on Childcare Costs:

Help with childcare costs | MoneyHelper

Local Offer help with childcare advice:

Calderdale's Community Information Directory | Help with Childcare Costs

Healthy Holidays offers holiday clubs for children and young people who are eligible:

Healthy Holidays Calderdale | Calderdale Council

Health Costs:

NHS Help with health costs:

NHS Prescription Prepayment Certificate (PPC) | NHSBSA

NHS Help with Dental Costs:

Who can get free NHS dental treatment or help with dental costs - NHS

Help To Save:

The Government has the ‘Help To Save’ savings scheme, where you save between £1 to £50 each month and the Government will add a bonus.

This is for people who are working and claiming benefits such as Universal Credit:

https://www.gov.uk/get-help-savings-low-income

Lifetime ISA’s help you to save to buy your first home or save for later life. The government will add a 25% bonus to your savings, up to a maximum of £1,000 per year.

Lifetime ISA - GOV.UK

Food Support:

Calderdale Council Website has information on food support:

Food | Calderdale Council

Calderdale Family Hubs also have information on Food Banks and Social Supermarkets:

Cost of Living Support - Calderdale Family Hubs


Carpet Poverty:

Carpets Like A Boss! Is a new service seeking to end carpet poverty:

(3) Facebook
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Help with benefits:

DLA/PIP:

Unique Ways are offering a ‘form-filling’ support service. You can indicate when you become a Unique Ways member that you would like form-filling support, or email hi@uniqueways.org.uk if you are already a member.

Become a Member - Unique Ways

Citizens advice have advice on both PIP and DLA:

Personal Independence Payment - Citizens Advice

Disability Living Allowance for children - Citizens Advice

Contact – for families with disabled children – have advice as well:

Personal Independence Payment (PIP) | Contact

Disability Living Allowance (DLA)


General Benefits Advice:

Calderdale Council has a lot of advice on benefits:

Benefits and support | Calderdale Council

Calderdale’s Citizens Advice Bureau are also available:

Calderdale CAB

Turn2Us offer advice and support with benefits, including a benefits calculator:

Get support with claiming benefits and grants | Turn2us

Universal Credit:

Citizens Advice web page for more information on the Limited Capability To Work element of Universal Credit:

Getting Universal Credit if you’re sick or disabled - Citizens Advice

Help to claim services:

Universal Credit Help to Claim Service – Disability Partnership Calderdale

Pension Credit:
Pension Credit: Overview - GOV.UK

Housing Benefit:

Housing Benefit | Calderdale Council
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Money Advice/Support

Noah’s Ark:

Noah's Ark is a local Calderdale organisation who can offer regulated debt and money advice, while also supporting with mental health and food support.
 
http://www.noahsarkcentre.org.uk/

General Help and Support:

Calderdale Council’s website has a section on help and support with money:

Help and support with money | Calderdale Council

Money Saving Expert has advice on a huge array of advice:

Money Saving Expert: Credit Cards, Shopping, Bank Charges, Cheap Flights and more

Money Helper is a government-backed website that offers online and phone support for various financial issues. 

Free and impartial help with money, backed by the government | MoneyHelper

Noah's Ark is a local Calderdale organisation who can offer regulated debt and money advice, while also supporting with mental health and food support, they will work with you to see what debt solutions may be available to them. 
http://www.noahsarkcentre.org.uk/

Disability Partnership Calderdale has a directory of financial support and debt advice:

Calderdale Directory of Financial Support & Debt Advice – Disability Partnership Calderdale

Step Change:

A large debt support charity:

StepChange Debt Charity. Free Expert Debt Help & Advice

~
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Mental Health:

Unmasked Mental Health:

Unmasked Mental Health

Healthy Minds:

Healthy Minds Calderdale - Your Local Mental Health Charity

Invictus Wellbeing:

Invictus Wellbeing | Young People's Mental Health | West Yorkshire

Andy’s Man Club:

ANDYSMANCLUB - It's Okay To Talk

Calderdale Local Offer:

The ‘one-stop shop’ for all things SEND in Calderdale.

Calderdale SEND Local Offer | Calderdale SEND Local Offer

Motability:

Adaptive cars for those with a qualifying mobility allowance:

Find a dealer | Motability Scheme

Customer First:

Calderdale Council’s point of contact:

Customer First - Halifax | Calderdale Council

Citizen’s Advice Calderdale:

Calderdale CAB

Calderdale Maps:

Can be used to breakdown areas which are covered by various schemes including Healthy Holidays, Warm Spaces & Community Growing areas:

Calderdale maps | Calderdale Council

Addiction Support:
Calderdale In Recovery:

Calderdale in Recovery - Help with Drink and Drug Services

The Basement Project:

The Basement Recovery Project - Freedom from Addiction

Family Hubs:

Your place for family support, advice and care:

Home - Calderdale Family Hubs

Directory - Calderdale Family Hubs
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