[bookmark: _GoBack]
[image: C:\Users\elsa.ward\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\8IWGLKI1\Family Voice (Calderdale) logo - transparent background.png]

STEERING GROUP MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday 14th June 
10.30 – 12.00pm
Training Room, Unique Ways Office, Hanson Lane

1. Welcome and apologies
Steering Group Members:  Leah Webster, Danielle Durrans, Bart Mekking, Chantelle Mekking, Charmaine Stowe, Nazra Rehman, Alison Sharpe, Stevie Stott, Emma Chadwick Parent Reps: Liz Slomski, Kirsty Penney, Pete Ruse 
Unique Ways: Heidi Coney Apologies: Vikki Darby

2. Items for AOB
FVC Hoodies – 5 hoodies ordered, these were shown to the SG.  Not enough for all the SG but can be worn at FVC/UW events. 

           _________________________________________________________

3. Declarations of Interest

Leah declared she is Parish Councillor for Ripponden Ward & a Trustee at Equipped4Learning. Danielle Durrans is a Ward Councillor for Ovenden. Stevie is a Trustee at Skillshop. 
____________________________________________________________

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting on 16th May & Matters Arising

Leah proposed minutes as a true and accurate record. 

Heidi questioned contact Charmaine had forwarded – this was a contact for Bradford FASD group and not re Housing Plans.

Alison questioned re Local Offer working group as meetings cancelled.  However, this is just some meetings and not the entire working group. 


5. Chairs Update
Local Offer – comments collected and collated on the new platform.  Leah will attend the next meeting due to concerns brought up by Bart.  There is not enough representation at the meetings, no-one from Ravenscliffe or any of special schools. Leah will contact Alex Webley with all concerns.  
SEND SEF Task & Finish Group – Nothing happened on this. LA won’t pass and no comments on statements.
Inclusion Service Catch up – did not happen
Carers Week Event – Lunch for parent carers held on 9th June, well attended by parent carers some of who hadn’t been to events before so positive that it was held in Lower Valley and on a Friday. 
SENCO Conference – being held on 22nd June for all SENCO’s in Calderdale.  Leah been asked to present and will speak about work of FVC. Asked SG to do a visual of what it’s like to be a parent of as SEN child or could ask their young person to do a visual.  Please provide by Monday 20th June at the latest.  Heidi will speak to Chantelle about how to send YP video over that will be shown at the Conference. Also asked for help from SG at event as there will be an information stall.  Stevie can help 10-12.30pm 
Developing Well Board Workshop – Leah not able to attend as on the same day as conference.  Emma may be able to attend, at Croft Myll and Heidi will forward details.  

6. Grant Application

Grant application completed and sent on 13th June. 
__________________________________________________________________

7. FAQ’s from Conference 

All FAQ’s are now back from all services including Open Minds which have been circulated for comments by the SG.  Leah will take the document to the SEND Strategic Partnership for discussion and will need draft document by Thursday 22nd June to circulate to the partnership.   


8. Parent Rep Feedback on Working Groups/Panels
EHC Assessment Review – Pete Ruse came along to update. There are ongoing conversations within the SEN Team, LA, SENCO Network, EY Team on issues including capacity of SEN Team to handle increase in assessments, how to challenge schools to provide appropriate support at SEND Support level, how to make the application process and documentation more coherent, how to strengthen parent voice, how to strengthen voice of children and young people and more. 
The review is aiming to be operationalised in September. Pete offered to take the lead on the EHC Assessment Review if the SG were in agreement and felt it was a good opportunity for an SG member to be inducted in to role of Parent Rep on the EHC Moderation Panel. Pete will put together an overview and will circulate to the SG to see if any one interested.
Dingleys Promise – Kirsty Penney came along to update. Calderdale Council has 	been selected to be part of Dingley’s Promise - Comic Relief Early Years	Inclusion Project for Early Years Inclusion Training and is open to anyone working with young children and families. It will help Early Years provision by enhancing knowledge and skills, increasing confidence in working with families and give hands on experience. 
Dingley’s Promise are committed to ensuring the voice of parents and carers are central in the design and delivery of this project and Kirsty is acting as local area parent representative in a local stakeholder group which will meet twice in year one, and annually in subsequent years.  


9. Reflection & Finish
SG felt it was good to have parent reps at the meeting to update on panels and groups and a some hadn’t heard of Dingley’s Promise so felt it was insightful.  Less positive are the delays re Local Offer, it’s not good and generally not a lot in local area for young adults with additional needs.  Suggestion of a closed WhatsApp or Facebook group as there’s so much information going around.  This would not be a debate group but more for information sharing. 

Date of the Next Meeting – Wednesday 19th July 2023 at 11.30am at Hanson Lane Office
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