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STEERING GROUP MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday 11th January 
12.00 – 2.00pm
Training Room, Unique Ways Office, Hanson Lane


1. Welcome and apologies
Steering Group Members:  Alison Sharpe, Leah Webster, Stevie Stott Unique Ways: Heidi Coney, Guests: Liz Slomski, Bart Mekking, Chantelle Mekking, Apologies: Kay Scott, Rebecca Stead, Cath Howard, Charmaine Stowe, Levi Maude
__________________________________________________________________

2. Items for AOB
Grant News from Unique Ways- Application to ‘Calderdale Cost of Living Fund’ applied for £22k & successful in receiving this amount.  The main chunk of this is to apportioned to increased energy costs which UW struggling to afford. However, under the terms of the grant able to set aside a very small pot £3k to set up a ‘Emergency Support Grant’ programme for our existing members.  Maximum grant they can apply for is £200.00 as a one-off payment. It’s to fund emergencies that our families are struggling to pay e.g. new/reconditioned white goods, emergency repairs, school uniforms etc.  In addition, Grant Application to Emotional Health and Wellbeing Support Fund.  UW applied for £23,800 and were awarded a partial grant of £10k. £9k of this is to be spent specifically on providing counselling to our Parent Carers Members and £1k towards core cost.
           _________________________________________________________________


3. Declarations of Interest

Leah declared she is Parish Councillor for Ripponden Ward. Danielle declared she is a Local Councillor for Ovenden Ward and on the Committee for Calderdale NAS.  Stevie declared she is a Trustee at Skillshop. 
____________________________________________________________

4. Minutes of Previous Meeting on Wednesday 16th November
Alison Sharpe agreed as a true and accurate record and seconded by Stevie Stott




5. Chairs Update

Leah updated on SEND Inspection - the local authority know the inspection will happen soon so co-production has become top of the agenda.  LA now looking at SEF form and discussion looking at criteria for evidence in identification & assessment of SEND.  Therefore, LA want to hold drop in events to gather evidence and put a survey out too and have agreed for this to be done every 6 months to continue monitoring the need.  Leah also spoke to David Graham about the Inclusion Charter and although it is on hold he agreed that the information gathered from the survey in July 2022 will be made available to FVC. Local Offer work is starting up and at moment the LA would fail inspection on this point.  Bart, Chantelle, Stevie and Liz all interested in joining Local Offer working group, a Tuesday or Wednesday would be the best days for this group and the times would be between 10-12.  Liz reported the Local Offer Live event in Kirklees was very good. 
	  

6. FVC Conference 2023

Initial talk about the theme of this year’s conference.  There were 3 themes that came up Cost of Living, Education and Parent Carer Forums. SG felt Empowered Parents achieve Better Outcomes was a good strapline as encompassed several of these themes.  SG want to invite professionals and maybe parents bring a SENCO along. Also agreed to inviting Jayne Fitzgerald the NNPCF Regional Rep.  Felt having a parent talking about their journey would be a good idea and Alison could be asked questions by Leah and videoed if didn’t want to do it live on the day. Meeting dates of future conference planning will be sent out and the option of online/hybrid meetings is a good idea. 
__________________________________________________________________

7. Parent Rep Feedback on working groups/panels
Preparing for Adulthood Meeting – Alison updated on this first meeting in nearly 2 years which was well attended and the group looked at the Terms of Reference.  There is no Young Person attending so there is a gap here and suggested going to SEND Reference Group to see if there is a young person from that group willing to join.  
EHC Moderation Panel – Alison reported that Andrew Lambert is working on the whole process of the Moderation Panel.  All SG agreed it was a good idea to have Pete Ruse back on this panel.  Liz and Emma are both interested in attending training for this panel when it becomes available. 
SENCO Network Meeting – these are held quarterly and Leah will attend.  Stevie also interested when there is more information about these meetings. 


8. Reflection and Finish


Date of the Next Meeting – Wednesday 11th January 2023 at 11.30am at Hanson Lane Office
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